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In the busy house of the Svennson family, everyone is getting ready for the Swedish holiday of
Lucia Day, December 13. The book tells the story of Santa Lucia through the eyes of three
children in modern-day Sweden. It describes their giddy activities, brought to life in colorful, full-
page illustrations, and also provides sheet music, recipes, and sewing patterns for the costumes
traditionally worn by children on this day, when many Swedish people celebrate the legacy of
Lucia and the coming of the light with coffee, saffron buns, ginger snaps, and wonderful singing.
One of the most beloved and celebrated traditions of the Swedish people, Lucia Day also
signifies that the Christmas holiday is getting close. Although the book is aimed at the 5- to 10-
year-old age group, many parents and grandparents may enjoy reading it to younger children.

From the Inside FlapOTHER BOOKS BY AUTHOR: A Swedish Midsummer TaleAbout the
AuthorEwa Rydaker was born in Uppsala, Sweden. She and her husband have lived in
Minnesota for 28 years. Ewa is very active within the American Swedish community. A Swedish
Midsummer Tale, about a popular Swedish tradition, is another book by Ewa and the illustrator
Carina Stahlberg.
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debra napier, “Swedish heritage. Build understanding of heritage for grandchildren”

waldorf_curric, “Great resource for the classroom. Although I agree with other reviewers that this
book can be a bit hard to read aloud unless you've read it in advance and you're clear who is
talking, and can modulate your voice accordingly, I think this is an excellent resource for the
classroom. I'm not even counting the recipes and patterns and song lyrics in the back. I think
that just the story itself is incredibly useful.As opposed to a dry nonfiction resource on the Lucia
legend, this book makes you feel like you're sitting in a Swedish house as a fly on the wall,
watching and listening in. I think that's the intention, and that's why she doesn't clutter it up with
lots of "said Mom" and "inquired Dad."It is a lot of free flowing dialogue and a very realistic view
of family life *including* children bickering with one another and the littlest one accidentally
taking more than his fair share of the cookies (and how the mother handles it in an incredibly
loving way). You get to watch all of the preparations the day before and see how it is celebrated
the day of.I also appreciate that they take some cookies and buns to the new neighbors, and that
it shows a family with dark skin. This is something that is VERY lacking in my other books about
Sweden, and if all you read is Flicka, Ricka, Dicka and Snipp, Snapp, Snurr and the books by
Elsa Beskow and you think you've covered Sweden, that would be doing a great disservice to
the country. Not everyone in Sweden has skin that is the same color!In my first grade classroom,
we make Santa Lucia buns on Dec 13 and read this book (I also show the star boy picture in
Around the Year by Elsa Beskow for January) as well as the "Sweden" section of Christmas
Around the World by Mary Lankford. The next day we read The Tomtes' Christmas Porridge by
Sven Nordqvist.”

Kelly Lambert, “Such a sweet story!. I teach Christmas around the world every year, and this was
an excellent book!”

Laura, “Pretty book, great tradition explained. Perfect for explaining to little ones what he
traditions that go along with st lucias day”

R., “Awesome book. I bought this book to explain St Lucia Day to my children as we live in the
USA and this will be their first year celebrating the holiday. It does a good job explaining who
she is at an age appropriate level as well as a cute little story about a swedish family. The best
part though is the included recipes for the pepparkakor and the lussekatter (in cups!) as well as
the english version of Santa Lucia AND a pattern instructions for the lucia gowns, star boy gown
and the collar. Such a great little book for those without much knowledge or history of
celebrating St Lucia.”

Erica G, “Nice story with Recipes and Patterns. My kids love this book. I bought it so that we



could have some examples of how to celebrate Santa Lucia day in our home. There are a
couple recipes and some patterns in the back on making your own Lucia or Star boy gown. I
don't think I will be using the patterns as I have some for the Lucia gown that I think will work
better for us, but we may try the recipes. My middle daughter is very excited to be Lucia this
year!(We are a family of non christians who celebrates christmas as a family - not religious -
holiday, celebrates the seasons, and tries to incorporate some waldorf practices at home)”

Lynne in Mn., “This could be a guide book for a new fun tradition for you. Delightful story with
contemporary feel of how Traditions can continue today. I heard of the Santa Lucia Coffee
Mornings from my Grandmother. I had also read about them in her diary from her trip back home
to Sweden in the late 40's. Nice to remember our heritages ----this book's illustrations were
delightful---I now know I have truly Swedish hair. There are also patterns for Swedish Santa
Lucia costumes and cookie recipes. If you have children and you share this book with them, be
prepared for them to want to try these traditions. Be prepared to enjoy and make new memories
--- the young and the old will be delighted. Even a non-morning person could like this---what's
not to like about singing and candles and coffee and cookies---and those you love involved in
it***.”

Jubey, “Lovely book. This is a really beautiful book. The first part of the book is a story about a
family and how they celebrate Lucia day. The second part of the book has recipes, a song and a
simple lucia gown pattern in it.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Far exceeded my expectations!. With Grandparents now gone, traditions
and the stories behind them get lost. This book is a great introduction to the tradition for
Canadian born grandchildren. It is very extensive including the lore, songs, lyrics, foods and
recipes, decorations and patterns for making Lucia gowns. Everything you could possibly need
in one book.  Much more than I expected.”

Haley Rude, “love it. Great book to learn about the tradition of Santa Lucia.”
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The book by Ewa Rydaker has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 470 people have provided feedback.
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